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high style

New Suede Shoes
flate Spade “Licorice” suede
shoes, $285: Zappos Couture
(zapposcouturecom) Shoes
sit onHancock & Moore's

“Society” metallic snalkeskip
embossed leather In cobr
(hancockandmaoore corg

New+Next / LEATHER

g Dig into showroom archives and you'll see that in design,
E leather used to ride a two-way street. On one side, be it in
| fashion or furniture, chic and sleek metropolitans wore ba-
sic black. Go west, or at least western, and you'd find casual types
who sported hides that were distressed and lived-in, the look that
RalphLauren catapulted into a lifestyle.

Now, nature’s most coveted pliable luxury has its compass pointing
in all directions, as well as to side roads and scenic routes. Hides are
manipulated torival the unlimited possibilities of fabric. Designers »

Tuft Love

“Deschanel” armchair with
tufted upholstery and
rmahogany frame, $600;
Tharnasville (thormasvillecarn).

o

Watch It

“Koppel” watch cased
in12k gold, $9.700;
Georg Jensen USA
(Qeord ensensa.con),

A O

“Drum” ottornan in metallic
laser-cut leather, $926; Lee
Industries Jesindustries.comm).

our designer | And I am so happy when I can stay home and pass the time in a leather

armchair. —from the poem “Une Self,” by former U.S. poet laureate Billy Collins

Says

SWATCH
WATCH
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New-+Next / LEATHER fashion forward

Andrew Feigin, who owns Dualoy Leather and heads up its
product development, discovered itispossible to weave silk and
leather together from craftspeople in Laos, who have been us- i
ing this fine technique for centuries.

“We've transformed the leather from its original state of a
full, heavy hide into a new material that delicately drapes like fab-
ric,” he explains. “So the end product has the feel and smell of
leather, but behaves more like a textile” Since prehistoric times,
history may have clung to leather’s practical durability, but the
future likes its new look. »

Bag It

Orange woven -
leather tote, $495
Christopher Kon
through Carleen
Ligozio (631/204-
01043, White,
faux-croc patent
full-frarme clutch,
$128 Abas (abas net).
Pleated, platinum
larmnbskin tote,
545 Manette
Lepore through
Fappos Couture

Braided Beauty
“Plerson” woven-
leather table
larmpwith brass
details, $300:
Ralph Lauren Horme
(888/M75-7674).

Leather Dresser
Black leather dress, $2,998;
Ralph Lauren Collaction

(Zapposcouture comm). (ralphlaurencollection.carm).
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’ The White Way l
The tufted “Beradorf” sofa in white X
f vinyl, $5,700, is a convincing leather- : : : 1
H look-alike, Pal + Srith (palandsmith corn).

our desfgner We've transformed leather from its original state of a full, heavy hide
S@S into a new material that delicately drapes like fabrie. —andrew Feigin

SWATCH
WATCH

“Lao Traditional™
eather-and-silk
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