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hose familiar with Lesley Antons
work may have seen her organic textured
Lotus lamp in a designer showroom or her
lustrous porcelain Blossom  cluster pen-
dant in the pages of this magazine. Anton’s
shapely wood-and-ceramic lighting has been
a favorite among designers for more than
10 years, evolving from a few tolem-paole-
like hand-thrown ceramic table and floor
lamps to graceful chandeliers and acces-
sories. But even those who know her work
might be surprised to see
some of the newesl pieces
on display in Anton's

CLOCKWISE FROM
LEFT: It book years for

Lesiey Arlan to thaow !

& poreelain lamg as Los Angeles studio.

quickly a5 one made Along with the classic
af stoneware clay: the and colorful gourd lamps

Caliops lamp s aplayful  jn the storefront window,
il “D:“lhr'-'”" there's a collection of tall
hand-1Rrown ligh 4 s
it L decorative vessels in earth-
her funclionsl pottery ¥ itk
has & mathe finish tone g ..,I.J:I."\G. accented with
gold paint. Just inside, a
row of silvery honey-bear sculptures stands
sentry near what appears to be a matte black

r{’i}'z l!()n lij?'q tll (J‘ cinder block topped with a kraft paper shade.

The organic patterns of Anton's well-known

line are not gone, but machine gears now

H coexist alongside the imprints of eucalyp-

\; ‘n’ I i I i I tus acorns on her popular Snowball lamp.
Her latest table lamp, the Calliope, features

hand-sculpted,  gold-glazed  “seed  pods”

Ceramic lighting designer Lesley Anton 15 expanding trapped inside a square wooden frame, “Tve

her line and rendering everyday items unrecognizable been working on the wheel for so long that |
became tired of the round forms,” says Anton,

in matte-glazed clay. BY SARAHLYNCH whao cites the “boxed” artwork of Louise
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Nevelson as one of her latest influences, “When | was done, 1
was going o naome it Lyriope, the lower that seemed to most
closely match the shape of the coeramic pieces.” she says. “But
in my search | came upon images of an obd-fashioned calliope,
a carriage that contains a steam-generated pipe organ, and it
sudidenly reminded me more of that than a flower.”

The discovery of her artistic calling was similarly serendipi-
tous for Anton, who enrolled in o ceramics class at New York's
“2nd Street Y while working as a flight attendant for American
Airlines. “1 had studied graphic design and was just looking for
o ereative outlet, when a (lver with their class schedule came in
the mail,” says Anton, *1 started booking my flights around the
firing schedule, and pretty soon | was addicted,”
A move to LA, for her hushand’s acting career
allowed Anton to branch out, and her hoblby
soon became o business she ran out of their
garage. Noticing that there were no handmade
ceramic lamps in designer showrooms, she
filled the void i ehegantly imperfect shapes
in historical glazes that would
complement  any  style  from
mideentury madern o cutting-
edge contemporary.

Onee her lighting  was
picked up by local purveyor
Thomas Lavin and then by De
Sousza Hughes' San Francisco
showroom (her work is also
al Ted Boerner in New York
and Town in Denver), Anton’s career took off.
Three years ago, she moved out of her garage
stusclios and into her own space with a storefront.

“exactly when the market took a nosedive,” she
says. To bolster her business, Anton branched

ABOVE; Anon atill
louches every Lamg
that bears her name.
RIGHT: A forw years g0,
Ankon maved Irom &
shusdio in her garage
o a shorefront on San
Wicente Boulrvard, with
& new gas kil just built
foxr 1he bechopard
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“| started booking my
flights around the firing
schedule, and pretty soon
| was addicted.”

(W

out to functional pottery with dinnerware and vessels al a lower
price point. “Times were tongh and everyone was obsessed with
nesting.” she says. “And there's no way to make the experience of
eating at home more special than with handmade dinnerware.”

The functional petiery. glazed in matte finishes because
Anton prefers the nolse it makes against her fork, looks like o
vintage et that one might find at a flea market. And at 838 for
u mug and 5125 for o serving bowl, the prices are affordable
for hand-thrown ceramics in a market where cast pottery and
high-volume production reign, Currently available through
her website and her studio, Anton's functional pottery is in the
running for this August's New York International Gift Show. 17
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“I have always tried to find everyday shapes that, once they
are repeated, are almost unrecognizable in a pattern.”

Anton's work is picked up for the show, large orders coubd mean that this
one-woman enterprise will have to expand: Though she currently has an
assistant, Anton still touches every picce that bears her name.

In the mean Anton remains focused on expanding her line for
showrooms by experimenting with new glaze-and-clay combinations
as well as forms. “1 have always tried to find everyday shapes that, once
they are repeated, are almost unrecognizable in a pattern,” says Anton,

who discovered her most popalar lotus root pattern
CLOCKWISE FROM TOP while she was out for sushi, In search of inspiration,
LEFT: Anton's shapes ane she’s picked up wing nuts at the hardware store ol
g casl them into porcelain magnets. She's also taken
RSB TR T an old engine gear found in a junkyard and turned it

sa ihe oollection leels " .
tamiliar and cobeshve: into an ebegant decorative accessory. And she's used

Anbor's “mini” serkes a carved wooden cog as the base of a lamp, which
olfers all her pleces on tapers softly toward a simple linen shade.
smnaller scabe: she painds a Watching the petite Anton at the wheel,

design on a Prylka vessel.  whether in the back of her studio or in o special
demonstration at the Thomas Lavin showroom in
the Pacific Design Center, it's clear that her skills have reached expert
level, though her demeanor is still one of a shy a . Diressed in yellow .
Doc Martens and an orange apron, she turns a creamy ball of poroclain
into a slender vessel in minutes, Seeming (o be transfixed by the spin-
ning form, she uses slight movements to force the material to ripple and
bend, When she's done, the audience is impressed and surprised. She
graciously smiles and gets to work assembling a Lotus floor lamp and
ing it for delivery, which will happen en route to picking up her
13-year-old daughters from school. These days, Anton has a full
plate, but at least it's a plate of her own making. 2

Lesley Anton, 5813 San Vicente Blvd., LA, 323-937-576%. kesleyanton.com
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